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Miss Kathlyn M. Esteb

1880 - I960

The Commission made record of the death of Miss Kathlyn M. Esteb
on September 2, I960, at Westminster Gardens, Duarte, California, at
the age of 79, who served in Korea for 25 years and was retired in 19*45*

Miss Esteb was born at Kingston, Missouri, on December 29, 1880,
Uniting with the Methodist Episcopal Church at the age of ten, she
continued in its fellowship until she entered Presbyterian missionary
service. Her education included four years of nurse's training at
Asbury Hospital, one year in General Memorial Hospital, and one year
in the Chicago Bible Training School, Receiving her New York State nursing
license in 1907, Miss Esteb engaged in district nursing until 191*4, when,
impelled by the need of Christian medical service in Korea, she applied
for and received missionary appointment by the former Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions.

Miss Esteb reached Korea in April, 1915, and until 1922 worked in

Seoul, where she taught in the Medical College and Nurses' Training
School, and also served in Severance Hospital, This period included
eight months of relief work in Siberia in 1918, under the American Red
Cross,

In 1922, the Korea Presbyterian Mission transferred Miss Esteb
to Chungju, 90 miles south of Seoul, where the Duncan Memorial
missionary hospital was then in operation. Officially designated as
Superintendent of Nurses there, Miss Esteb was, in the words of a

missionary colleague, "both doctor and nurse for a good part of ten
years, n until the Presbyterian Board was able to supply a missionary
doctor. This personal testimony continues,.,,,

"In 1925-26 the hospital was open only 3i months for lack of a
doctor, while Miss Esteb corresponded with and interviewed scores of
Nationals, suggested as possibilities, most of whom were not Christians,
or demanded too large salaries, or were too inexperienced to fill the
bill.

Dispensary work, however, was kept going under her direction, A
branch dispensary was opened at Chochiwon, about 15 miles away, in 192*4,

and was conducted for about ten years with great success, both medically
and evangelistically. Several years later, she ran three such travelling
clinics simultaneously, driving out in her car to the market centers
and dispensing tracts and medicine to those who came for treatment.
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Of the women in the Station, she has been more faithful in tract
distribution than anyone else, giving out from 30 to 50 thousand in a
given year in the hospital and dispensary and on her way down the main
street to the dispensary. She has done as much calling in the homes of
Christians and non-Christians as her work would permit and has maintained
one of the most hospitable doormats of anyone in the Station.

There have been special events, such as the flood and typhoon, in
the summer of 1936, when she was alone in the Station, when one of the
trees blew down across the roof of her little house, but fortunately
did not harm her,, At this time, she opened the doors of the hospital
and took in over 300 people who needed temporary shelter until their
own homes could be repaired and made usable again. Things of this kind
go a long way toward indicating, when mere words have often failed,
what the practical out-working of the Gospel is.”

Because of increasing threat of war, Miss Esteb’s departure from
Korea in July, 19^0, on regular furlough, after 25 years of field service,
proved to be final. The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions extended
her furlough, in the hope that the way might open for her return to
Korea, but she had reached the age of retirement, in December, 19^5*
before this was possible.

During the last three years of this period, Miss Esteb was employed
as Assistant Superintendent at the Clara Welsh Home in Cooperstown,
New York.

The Commission is gratefully sensible of its privilege in the
years of partnership in Christ with this missionary life of warm
spiritual influence and unstinting practical ministry.


